On the feasibility of resolving the organ shortage.
Debates concerning the feasibility of resolving the organ shortage from the potential pool of deceased donors have suffered from both conceptual and empirical problems. Conceptually, several authors mistakenly have viewed recipient waiting lists as a measure of the magnitude of the shortage. And empirically, the number of deaths that would qualify for potential organ donation has proven difficult to estimate. While the latter problem appears to have been substantially lessened by recent work, the former, definitional, problem remains. This paper offers the economically correct definition of a shortage and applies that definition to the new data on potential supply.